
H ello Birch Lake Residents,
     In this edition of the 
Commodore Notes for the Birch 

Barker we are going to discuss the 
largely successful spaghetti dinner, that 
loud hair dryer on the lake and what’s 
to come. We begin with the soggy spa-
ghetti dinner which, even though it was 
on a less than desirable day, it did not 
stop Birch Lakers from showing up and 
going mudding. With a whopping 269 
tickets were sold, 232 people were 
served, the Yacht Club was a buzzing 
with excitement. A big thank you to the 
Niezgodski Family for their hard work 
and dedication in pulling this dinner off 
with such a great turnout. A job well 
done to the ticket sellers, spaghetti scoo-

pers, cheese shakers, salad ladies, bread 
breakers, dessert divvy-ing, and ticket 
takers. Much like the yummy spaghetti 
served that was a mouth full! 
 The money raised for the dinner 
goes towards water quality which brings 
us to the next item. Please keep in mind, 
this was the last spaghetti dinner we 
know of as of right now. If you are inter-
ested in continuing this tradition please 
attend the next board meeting (July 20) 
to express your interest or reach out to 
Pat or I. 
 What is that loud hair dryer on the 
lake? Well the air-boat on the lake 
Monday morning sounded like a giant 
hair dryer of a hover craft.  It was here 
to treat the Invasive Eurasian Water-
milfoil. If you aren’t aware of this annoy-
ing species I recommend reading up on 
it, because it cannot just be easily pulled 
out of the lake.  It has also been suggest-
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Birch Lake Calendar

June 22 - Celebration of life for 
        Terry Curtis, 4-7 pm
June 29 - Comm/Vice Comm Party, BLYC 
July 6 - Boat parade, 4 pm; Firework, dusk
July 7 - Pancake Breakfast, Camp, 8:30-11
July 26 - Men’s Golf Outing, Pine View, 1:30
July 27 - Celebration of Life for LaVeta 
       Scofield, west side, 1-5 pm
August 10 - Corn & Sausage Roast, TBA
August 17 - Homeowners Association 
        annual meeting following board mtg.
August 17 - Fall Dinner, BLYC
October 19 - Crockpot Challenge, BLYC
Fall Dinner - TBA by VC/FC Pat McGann
BLYC Board Meetings: July 20, August 17; 

at BLYC beginning at 9 am
More info as available. Watch for updates!

The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication.  E-mail materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, mail them to me or put the items in the stone 
mailbox at  63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  DEADLINE for any issue is 3 pm on the Tuesday of the week before the publication.

To contact Editor Phil by phone, call (269) 476-1680.  To contact Commodore Angela Bergan, call  561-603-5522 or email berganfsu@aol.com.

The lake was treated on Monday of this week for the control of invasive weed species.



ed that we buoy off the area. This area 
is on the east side of the lake between 
Sailor Phil’s house to well past the 
O’Brien’s. I also thought, at first, the 
idea of roping off this area made perfect 
sense to keep people from going though 
the weedy mess and dragging it around 
the lake. In the past when it was roped 
off, the fisherman thought it was a spe-
cial hot bed of fish we were trying to 
mark, and started circling in like a vul-
ture with its prey. So the best we can do 
is educate ourselves and anyone we see 
on the lake to stay clear if possible. 
 Which brings me to something I 
have been hearing a lot of, “why can’t we 
just shut off public access to our lake?” 
The short of this story is it might be a 
discussion worth having. This would 
affect our ability to get funding from 
Michigan DNR to help us with invasive 
species. The last time I checked we can 
barely get every home to join the Birch 
Lake Yacht Club or the Homeowners 
Association, we would need more funds 
and even more support to consider the 
actions required to make our lake pri-

vate. We only have around 100 yacht 
club members, and even fewer members 
of the Homeowners Association. 
 What’s next? Pat and I would love 
for each and every one of you to attend 
the Commodore / Vice Commodore 
Party. The party will be Luau themed.  
We want you to wear your best 
Hawaiian attire and bring your little 
island girl or surfer dude. Prizes will be 
given to best dressed. Some items will be 
for sale to raise money for various funds 
and as always donations are welcomed 
for any charity on the lake of your 
choice.  Please bring an appetizer, desert 
or snack, and come down to the Yacht 
Club for dancing and mingling. The 
party will begin at 6 pm and end at 8 
pm EST -- you can continue to party on, 
just not at the Yacht Club. If you plan 
on partaking in adult beverages I would 
highly suggest having a buddy drive you 
or walking!  
 Last but not least, we have set the 
date for the Fall Dinner, which will be 
on August 17, 2019, where Pat McGann 
will announce his Vice Commodore. 

Please see Pat’s column (Fleet Captain), 
to learn more about him! So mark your 
calendar -- we hope to see you at the 
next few events on the lake. 
 Remember, be kind to one another.

~Commodore Angela
 
Men’s golf outing is July 26
 Vice Commodore Pat McGann has 
confirmed that the mens’ golf outing will 
be held on Friday, July 26, with a shot-
gun start at 1:30 pm at the Hemlock 
Course of Pine View Golf Club in Three 
Rivers. Full dinner with Chateaubriand 
steak will follow at the course after the 
golfing. Cost $60, with a cash bar. 
 Deadline is July 16 to register with 
the form in this week’s Barker. 

Birch Lake Book Club Schedule
 The Birch Lake Book Club will meet 
on June 25 at 7 pm to discuss The 
Library Book by Susan Orlean. Blair 
Garceau will host. Everyone is welcome.
 Our next book is Educated by Tara 
Westover. Claudia Phipps will host on 
July 30.

— Birch Lake Notes —

 WOW! That 
was a Spaghetti 
Dinner for the ages! 
The event went 
well even though 
Mother Nature 
didn’t cooperate 
very well. Thank 

you to everyone who braved the elements 
and attended the event, also to those that 
donated their money and/or time to the 
event. 269 tickets were sold, 232 people 
were served, and over $2,200 was raised 
to benefit Water Quality for Birch Lake!
 First and foremost, a big thank you 
to everyone who jumped in and helped 
with the parking problems. Thanks to 
my son Bob for directing traffic and clos-
ing the driveway to the Yacht Club down. 
The parking situation could have gotten 
a whole lot worse. Also, thank you to the 
several people who lent a helping hand 
to push out any cars that got stuck in the 
mud. Jokes were going around that we 
should have held a mud sliding competi-
tion afterward to raise more money. 
 Secondly, thank you to Jan Temple 
and Tom Kuhn for providing us with a 
great outline and re-sources on how to 
organize the event. Their hard work on 
the previous two spaghetti dinners gave 
us a great foundation to build upon.
 Next, we all owe a huge debt of grat-
itude to the incredible volunteers from 
the West Shore and the Cove, as well as 
so many others from around the lake.  
Their generosity and hard work resulted 
in another very successful event! Thank 
you to:
 The Ticket Sellers  - Linda and Buzz 
Rasmussen led the ticket sales team, 
Vickie Rogers, Tom Kuhn, Cam Butler, 
Patti Russwurm, Angela Bergen, Lynn 
DeCocker, Sue Williams, Katha and 
Mike Machalleck sold tickets, and Ronni 
Eshleman, who edited and printed the 
tickets;

 The Sauce Cookers  - My lovely wife 
Katie Niezgodski and our neighbor Tracy 
Goodin made the meat sauce, Carol 
Myers made the vegetarian marinara op-
tion, and Rick Doolittle made the Alfredo 
sauce, all of which were delectable;
 The Setter Uppers – Marc Caene-
peel, Lynn Caenepeel, Tracy Goodin, 
Kathy Niezgodski, Bob Niezgodski, Bud 
Hall, Vickie Rogers, and Steve Plaia 
helped to decorate and set up the Yacht 
Club the day before the event. Also, 
Janelle Andriano was a huge help in 
coordinating the delivery of additional 
paper and plastic supplies. She also 
wrapped all the plastic forks and knives 
before the event;
 The Donaters - Stacia and Janelle 
Andriano provided all of the tablecloths 
and most of the other paper and plastic 
supplies. Cam Butler donated additional 
plastic forks and knives. Angela and 
Linda Bergen donated serving gloves, 
the Parmesan cheese, along with other 
supplies for cooking and cleaning;
 The Pasta Cookers - Keith Kinzler, 
Jeff Smitley, Jamie Green, Steve Wei-
land, my son Bob and myself cooked 54 
pounds of spaghetti. They were support-
ed by a number of people. Tracy Goodin, 
provided the spaghetti, Angela Bergen 
provided the gluten-free spaghetti, Bill 
Butler provided the propane, Tom Rogers 
provided the tent to protect us from the 
rain, and Al Van Huffel provided a heavy 
duty colander for straining. Also, Katie 
Niezgodski and Vickie Rodgers cooked 
the gluten-free option;
 The Welcomers – Denise Smitley 
helped me staff the front table and 
welcomed everyone to the event with her 
lovely smile;
 The Servers – The sauce and 
spaghetti serving was captained by 
Mike Sheffieck and Vickie Rogers. 
They included Bob Baumgartner, Char 
Baumgartner, Marc Caenepeel, Kate 

Crane, Ruth Kinzler, Tiffeny Kinzler, 
Claude Petit, Bruce Wagner, Wendy 
Wagner Cotton, Cam Butler, Steve Plaia, 
and Karen Curtis-Miller. Kathy Niez-
godski and Tracy Goodin did a great job 
of warming the sauces. Lynn Caenepeel 
and Deb Hall provided and served the 
delicious salads. Carm and Debbie Solda-
to provided and served the fresh Italian 
bread and the tasty lemonade and iced 
tea. Julie Sheffieck and Tiffeny Kinzler 
served all the wonderful desserts;
 The Dessert Makers– Included Julie 
Sheffieck, Jan Temple, Linda Rasmus-
sen, Jeannie Welch, Michelle Seyfarth, 
Sherry Holleman, Linda Bergan, Beth 
De Young, Betty Goodin, Tiffeny Kinzler, 
Carla Chester, Patty Luecht, Blair 
Garceau, Dana Soldato, Lois Groszek, 
Carol McCoy, Kate Crane, and Vickie 
Rogers. There was quite the assortment 
of desserts all of which were delicious;
 The Cleaners – Included Jim Calder-
wood, Nancy Calderwood, Carm Soldato, 
Deb Soldato, Bud Hall, Deb Hall, Marc 
Caenepeel, Lynn Caenepeel, Steve Plaia, 
Vickie Rogers, Tom Rogers, Cam Butler, 
Kathy Niezgodski, and Bob Niezgodski. 
The Yacht Club got cleaned up in a blink 
of an eye. Everyone just chipped in and 
did what was necessary to clean up.
 Finally, a special thank you to my 
co-chairs, my son Bob Niezgodski and 
Kathy Niezgodski. I was the one who 
volunteered to Chair this event but they 
were the ones who really took it over and 
made this such a successful event.
 If I forgot to list anyone above I truly 
apologize. We all thank you as well. It re-
ally took a lot of people coming together 
to pull this off for the ultimate benefactor 
or this event, our lovely and amazing 
Birch Lake.
 Sincerely,

~Ron Niezgodski
Spaghetti Dinner Chair

Birch Lake Yacht Club Spaghetti Dinner 2019



Birch Lake Notes
Birch Lake Yacht Club
FIREWORKS FUND

$10,25O GOAL

$10,250

Amount
raised
to date

$7,034June 4

to donate
for fireworks
or any other
BLYC function
or activity ...

use the form
in the back of 

this week’s
        Birch 

        Barker

660 County Road 15, 
Elkhart, IN 46516

574-295-1203
us599@alphagraphics.com
us599.alphagraphics.com

Congratulations Dan & Sharon Waxman
 Congrats to Dan and Sharon Waxman who celebrated their 
35th anniversary last Saturday with an open house here at the 
lake.  It was well attended by friends and family and the nosh-
es were outstanding!.

Weather wand missing?
 So, at the risk of butting in, we wonders, did Past 
Commodore Karen forget to give Commodore Angela the 
Weather Wand? A lot less rain on weekends (unless at night) 
would be ever so nice, and maybe a bit ‘o wind on Sunday?  
Thanks in advance!

Happy Birthday Bessie
 Happy birthday wishes to Bessie Mae Shafer, Sandy’s 
mom, who is spending the summer with us here at Birch Lake 
... Rumor has it that she turned 91 on June 20!  Here’s to the 
next 90 years!  We love you Bessie!

~Phil & Sandy

 Remembering Terry Curtis
 Just a reminder that today (Saturday, June 22) is the 
Celebration of Life for Terry Curtis.  Please join us at the Yacht 
Club any time between 4 – 7 pm to share a memory or two.  
While there may be a few tears shed, we’re looking forward to 
filling the building with smiles and laughter as we toast Dad 
with his beloved “hillbilly.”

~Past Commodore Karen

BIRCH LAKE T-SHIRTS ARE ALMOST GONE!  
 If you’re interested in getting a t-shirt, you need to act 
quickly.  There are only Large, X-Large and XX-Large left in 
the Long Sleeve (which we’ve needed in all this dreary, rainy 
weather) and XXX-Large, Large and Youth Large in Short 
Sleeve.  Two XX-L white sweatshirts are still available.  Prices 
are $15 for long sleeve, $10 for short sleeve and $20 for sweat-
shirt.  Cups are still available -- $1 each or 10 for $8.  Call or 
Text me at 574-261-6712 (but be aware I have terrible cell ser-

$5,609May 21

$5,909May 28

$7,659June 10

GOAL

$9,829June 18



— Birch Lake Notes —

Sell 5’X6’ foam floats

Available in white, blue and black 
Call Jacob at 

(269) 506-4083

vice so it may be a minute before I get 
your message or am able to get  a call/
text back to you!).  

~Past Commodore Karen

New Birch Lake Directory
 The Birch Lake Yacht Club is plan-
ning a new Birch Lake Directory to be 
published later this year and we need 
your input!  If you have had changes in 
your family or if you are new to the lake 
(since the 2017/2018 Directory was pub-
lished), we need you to provide your 
information (DEADLINE FOR 
SUBMITTING INFO IS JULY 14) so 
we can update and/or include the new 
information ...
 The info we publish is: 
Cottage number (if you know it);
Last name(s) of owner(s;
First name(s) of owner(s);
Lake address;
Other address;
Lake phone number;
Other phone number(s);
Children’s names.  
 Please send your information to Deb 
Spratt via email at debspratt@comcast.
net as soon as possible so we can get 
started.
 We are also looking for advertisers 
for the Directory ... If you are interested 
in advertising, please contact Phil Vitale 
at (269) 476-1680 or email me at 
onlinebarker@gmail.com

The Birch Barker
 The Birch Barker is delivered to 
your Birch Lake home every weekend 
through Labor Day - FREE of charge!  It 
is also posted online every week at 
http://www.philvitale.com.
 The Birch Barker is just one of the 
things for which your Birch Lake Yacht 
Club membership dues are used to bene-
fit to the citizens of our great lake.  If 
you haven’t paid your 2019 membership 
dues (just $30 for full members, $15 for 
associate members), you can do so with 
the handy form in every week’s Barker. 
 The Barker is also grateful to all 
businesses that advertise in the Birch 
Barker!  Please support our advertisers!
 The Barker welcomes (reasonable) 
content (remember that this is a family 
publication and don’t send things you 
wouldn’t want your own kids to see). 
Deadline for submitting items for publi-
cation is always at 3 pm on the Tuesday 
of the week before publication.
 If you would like to submit an ad or 
editorial item for consideration, email, 
mail or drop it by my house (see note at 
bottom of page 1).  Do you best to send 
high resolution photos (we prefer 300 
dpi); cell phone photos will work (some-
times) but can’t be enlarged without 
blurring.  If you want your materials 
back, include a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope.  
 If you would like to advertise in the 

Barker or in the upcoming Birch Lake 
Directory, drop me an email or give me a 
call (for info and ad costs see http://www.
philvitale.com/Barker/BirchBarker.htm).   

~Editor Phil

An exotic grass we bought from an area 
nursery (name withheld to protect the 
innocent) is ... invasive.  When the first 
couple pioneers appeared it was OK, 
the seeds settled in places we might 

have planted a clump anyway but ... this 
spring the yard had hundreds of starts 
which were no fun to pull.  Jut sayin’



Birch Lake Spaghetti Dinner

Photos courtesy of the SparkyCam



Fleet Captain’s Corner

By J. Patrick McGann 

Hello Birch Lakers!  I am Pat 
McGann, your Vice Commodore 
of the BLYC.  Commodore 

Angela asked me to tell you a little 
about myself and my history at Birch 
Lake.
 I first started coming to Birch when 
I was 11-12 yrs old with Sarah Petty’s 
(north side) uncle, John O’Brien, who 
was one of my best friends and neigh-
bors growing up on the east side of 
South Bend.  We actually met at Camp 
Eberhart at which we were both camp-
ers, then staff members for many years.  
The O’Briens had a summer cottage on 
the north side, where Sarah and her 
family live today.  And before you ask…
Yes, I do have a tile up in her famous 
Camp Eberhart-tiled bathroom.
 We would fish and ski and explore 
both camps, yes there were two camps 
on the lake back then, and the swamp 
area across Harvey Street.  John’s little 
brother Major O’Brien had a pellet gun 
which we would take and try and shoot 
a bird, squirrel, sign or tree.  I don’t 
think we ever killed anything?  It was a 
kid heaven.  
 When our kids were young we 
would rent a cottage for a couple weeks 
each summer on Diamond, Corey, Eagle 
or Birch.  Three years ago we bought the 
A-Frame on the east side here on Birch 
from Marc and Eileen Golden.  Marc’s 
parents lived across the street from me 
when I was growing up in SB.
 We now live in Granger, and I have 
been married to my beautiful wife Tessa 
for 42 years. We have been blessed with 
four kids and eight grandkids: Kelly and 
her husband ND Prof. Nick Laneman 
have six kids, and live in Granger near 
us. Shawn and his wife Dr. Maria 
Romano McGann, who have two kids, 
live in River Forest, IL. Bridget McGann 
lives in Chicago; and Collin and his wife, 
Jessica Hindsley McGann, reside in 
Denver, CO.  They all visit Birch as 
often as they can.
 I own McGann Hay Funerals | 
Cremations | Gatherings.  We operate 

five licensed facilities in South Bend and 
Granger.  It is a long-time family busi-
ness, and is the oldest funeral business 
in the state of Indiana.  I am the sixth 
generation operator and third genera-
tion owner in my family.  It was founded 
in 1842 by Fr. Edward Sorin, CSC, and 
Bro. Francis Xavier Bartholomew 
Crowley, CSC, two of the original seven 
missionaries who came over from 
France to start Notre Dame.  My grand-
father bought the Notre Dame 
Undertaking Parlor in 1911.
 I learned to sail at Camp Eberhart 
and when I was on the staff, and I 
became very involved with the Corey 
Lake Yacht Club.  Thus, two years ago 
when the Fleet Captain change was 
made, I was elected/appointed/last to 
step back/drew the short straw/got the 
low card, last year, and I have enjoyed 
continuing in that capacity this year.  
 Last year I was surprised and hum-
bled to have been asked by Commodore 
Angela to be your Commodore for the 
year 2020, which I eagerly accepted. We 
love this beautiful place on God’s Green 
Earth with the beautiful sunsets, and 

we hope to enjoy it for many more sum-
mers.  I often golf with the Birch Lake 
men.  The people we have met here are 
terrific, and a number of them have 
become some of our closest friends.
 Sail on Dudes and Dudettes …
 Respectfully submitted by:

~Fleet Captain Pat

Fleet Captain’s Jibe #5, June 22

2019
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69608 Sunset Blvd Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZIMMY’S TAVERN
(269) 641-5317

http://www.zimmystavern.com

Open 
7 days/wk

11 am to Midnight

music, cold beer, 

lots of fun!
Daily food

specials, 

Having hung a new Sunfish sail this spring (without much sailing) I am slowly 
discovering the weakest link ... and the next.  Here are the new stainless steel inter-
locking eye-bolts and “S” hook made for Sunfish.  Yes, you can just use hardware 

store stuff but, the real deal lasts longer.  ~Mr. Bob (north shore)



Ladies’  FUN!!!!  Golf Outing - JULY 19       
Diamond Lake Golf Course, Cassopolis

9 AM Tee Off - $35 per golfer (fee includes cart and lunch)
Lunch at BLYC following the Outing / Games, Prizes, 50/50 Raffle
Teams are encouraged to donate a basket for the basket raffle not to exceed $50/$12.50 per team member

If you don’t golf but would like to join us at noon for lunch, please register and pay $12
If you’d like to volunteer to help serve lunch or be a hole sponsor please contact either:

Barb Cassady 574-303-2831 or Jeannie Welch 574-286-2890
Net proceeds to benefit Camp Tannadoonah

- - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Registration Form

Team Members (list captain first with phone no.)
1. ______________________ 2.  ______________________
3.  ______________________ 4.  ______________________

OR FOR LUNCH ONLY:
1. __________________________

Please make checks payable to BLYC and mail to Barb Cassady at
63486 Birch Road, Vandalia, MI 49095

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS JULY 9

SUSIE TUCKER 
Realty
574-320-6697 Cell
269-641-5775 Office

www.susietucker.com
Susie@susietucker.com

Waterfront Specialist 
Serving Michigan 

and Indiana



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Working in conjunction with Birch Lake resident Rick Doolittle

It was quite a good weekend for my neighbor John Luecht who not only got to carbo-load on spaghetti and all the fixins, but 
he also got to take selfies with BLYC Commodore Angela Bergan and northsider Patti Russwurm at the Spaghetti Dinner last 
Saturday night ... Way to go, John!



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Birch Lake homes for sale

269-445-8877

OUT OF INVENTORY!

LISTINGS NEEDED!

HOMES ARE SELLING

NOW IS A 
GREAT TIME 

TO LIST 
YOUR 
HOME!

CALL
PAUL DELANO

TODAY
269-445-8877
Paul@TheLakeLife.com

63126 Birch Road
TURNKEY - 3 Bed, 2 bath, 

Year-round cottage on 60 ft 
of sandy frontage. Updated 

kitchen and open concept liv-
ing & dining with great sunset 
views and access to a large 
lakeside low-maintenance 

deck with awning and lots of 
storage below. Ample parking 

for 6 vehicles. $415,000

62930 Birch Road
3-bedroom, 2.5-bath, 
2,200-sq-ft lodge-style home 
on a 1.2-acre lot.  Sale of 
furniture, furnishings, and 
decorations will be nego-
tiable.  On the main level, a 
foyer with a soaring ceiling 
opens to the living room with 

fireplace, a bar, a formal din-
ing room, and a family room 
with lake views and a knotty 
pine ceiling. The kitchen has 
an island with breakfast bar 
seating, stainless applianc-
es, and a casual dining area 
that leads to a covered patio 
with a new hot tub and a 
19x33-ft saltwater pool and 
a deck with panoramic lake 
views. The master suite, 
with  walk-in closet, also 
has access to the covered 

patio. A laundry and mud 
room, with access to garage 
as well as outdoors, has a 
powder room. Upstairs, a 
landing affords lake views 
for two bedrooms.  On the 
lakeside lot, a matching hut 
has a bath, kitchenette, and 
covered porch next to a 
stone patio with fire circle. 
The property includes a 3-car 
garage and plenty of off-
street parking.  An adjacent 
lot is also available.

15176 Birch 
Lake Shore Dr.

3 BD 2 BA 2,698-sq-ft home 
on double lot w/ 128 ft wa-
terfront, fenced tennis court, 
large backlot w/ 1,200-sq-ft 
heated Morton Building.  
House has large windows, 
broad upper deck, covered 
lower patio, 3-season room, 
brick patio w/ custom-built 

chimneyed fireplace near 
water. Upper level: large 
living room w/ vaulted ceiling, 
exposed natural beams, 
Midcentury Modern fireplace 
designed by Wendell Lovett, 
deck access, panoramic lake 
views; dining area w/ lake 
views; sink for wet bar; 3 BD; 
1 BA; outside access. Spiral 
staircase down to sitting 
room w/ 3-season room and 
patio access, dining room, 
kitchen w/ bar seating and ca-
sual dining, 1 BA. Street-side 
lawn has wrought iron fence 
and brick path to the home.

Four generations of 
women in the Shafer/Vi-

tale clan gathered recent-
ly at our home on the east 
side. Pictured are Bessie 
Mae Shafer, seated in the 

middle, who celebrated 
her 91st birthday on June 

20, surrounded by her 
daughter Sandy (seated 

at right), granddaughters 
Sanya and Erica Vitale 

(standing left and right) 
and great granddaugh-

ters Morgann Applegate 
(standing center) and Aley 

Vitale-Richards, seated 
left).  On the advice of my 
attorney I’m not divulging 

the ages of any of the 
other women pictured.



 

Thomas J. 
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

“available”

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
Whether it's a formal dinner or simply hanging out with

friends, we make it our mission to provide our customers with
a great dining experience at an affordable price. 

Stop in anytime, or give us a call to make reservations.

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations

Need something repaired replaced or 
maintained?  Let me see if I can help! 

Lake references available.

General Handyman Services

BLYC 59th ANNUAL Birch Lake Yacht Club

MEN’S GOLF OUTING
1:30 SHOTGUN START; FOUR MAN FLORIDA SCRAMBLE

FRIDAY, JULY 26, 2019 - $60/MAN*
PINE VIEW GOLF COURSE, THREE RIVERS

DINNER TO FOLLOW (5:30 pm) AT THE COURSE
*Cost includes dinner (Chateaubriand steak); cash bar

FRIDAY, JULY 29  2017 - $70/MAN

___________________________________________ ________________________________________

____________________________________________ _________________________________________

2019 BLYC Men’s Golf Outing Foursome Information

Please submit your foursome and registration to Pat McGann, 63164 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095
Make checks payable to: BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB.

Individual registrations accepted.  If you don’t have a team, I can match you up.

TEAM CAPTAIN

Must have completed registrations by July 16



It’s time to review Commandment 
# 2,  “Thou Shalt Minimize Surface 
Runoff.”

 It has often been said that whatever 
is around a lake eventually gets into that 
lake.  Unfortunately that is typically 
true.
 Whenever planning to develop, 
modify, improve or even landscape your 
property, please consider that:
• The fewer areas hard surfaced (by 
buildings, sidewalks, pavements, etc.) 
means less water is likely to runoff into 
the lake.
• The greater the distance between 
the hard surface areas and the lake 
means less water is likely to runoff into 
the lake
• This runoff often carries undesirable 
chemicals and objects into the lake.
• Before disturbing the earth you 
might be required to first obtain a “Soil 
and Sedimentation Control Permit.”
• Installing a silt fence between the 
disturbed area and the shoreline to 
capture and contain runoff is typically 

required.
• Capturing water and then piping it 
directly into the lake might only increase 
its velocity and minimize the chances 
that suspended solids will settle out 
before the runoff reaches the lake.
• Running the water into dry wells 
instead of directly to the lake allows the 
water to be filtered by the soil before it 
enters the aquifer (and eventually the 
lake).
• Although better than hard surfaced 
areas, lawns don’t do much to slow down 
or filter the runoff.
• A barrier strip of thick, rooted native 
plants at and above the shoreline does 
help to both slow down and filter the 
runoff. While any width strip is better 
than none, a 6’ wide minimum barrier 
strip has been suggested as desirable.
• A barrier strip of 2 – 3’ (or more) in 
height will help keep geese off of your 
property. (They like to be able to see the 
lake.)
 At all times, please remove or protect 
and carefully store any objects that are 

likely to, whenever washed into our lake, 
damage our lake.  Examples that come 
to mind are oils, fuels, fertilizers, ashes, 
leaves, trash, grass clippings, etc.

PLEASE PASS THE WORD

— Water Quality Report —

The “Six CommandmenTS 
of BirCh Lake WaTer QuaLiTy”

 

i. Thou ShaLT prevenT The Spread of aQuaTiC invaSive SpeCieS 

(aiS).

ii. Thou ShaLT minimize SurfaCe runoff.

iii. Thou ShaLT minimize The effeCTS of WaveS.

iv. Thou ShaLT proTeCT and expand naTuraL ShoreLineS.

v. Thou ShaLT noT aLLoW phoSphoruS, nuTrienTS, and oTher unde-

SiraBLe ChemiCaL eLemenTS To enTer our Lake.

vi. Thou ShaLT remain informed and aCTive aBouT oTher WaTer 

QuaLiTy iSSueS.

The Second Commandment



Aries (March 21-April 19) - Think 
before you do or say anything. Avoid family argu-
ments this week. In fact, for the next four weeks, 
your focus will shift to your private life and anything 
to do with family relationships and where you live. 
There might be lots of discussions going on because 
renovations, repairs and visiting relatives are stirring 
up crazy energy at home. Your only recourse is 
patience because patience is the antidote to anger.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) - Financial 
matters might come to a head at the beginning of 
the week. In turn, this might be the reason that you 
have power struggles with someone, probably relat-
ed to your daily activities. Whatever happens, the 
pace of your days is going to accelerate in the next 
four weeks because you are going to be busy! Plan 
on taking a short trip (or several). Expect to do more 
reading, studying and writing as well as juggling 
mucho errands, meetings and tasks. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20) - You will 
have to be more understanding and diplomatic when 
dealing with partners and close friends. Something 
could lead to quarrels about money or possessions. 
Perhaps the ownership of something is under dis-
pute? In turn, this will prompt a strong focus on your 
part on money and possessions for the next four 
weeks. You might wonder about your salary and 
want to boost your earnings. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22) - You will feel 
tension and this will trigger difficulties with partners 
and close friends. Arguments are practically 
unavoidable. Don’t try to make anyone over or “fix” 
things. Just let it be. Fortunately, on Friday, the Sun 
enters your sign where it will stay for the next four 
weeks boosting your energy and giving you a 
chance to recharge your batteries for the rest of the 
year. The Sun will also attract favorable situations to 
you as well as powerful people. (Not too shabby!)

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - Tension with a 
friend might take place, however, shortly afterwards, 
further tension might take place but it will be behind 
the scenes. You might feel annoyed and yet, muz-
zled for some reason because you can’t speak up. 
You will want to keep a low profile and work alone or 
behind the scenes. Use this time to make some 
future goals and plan your year ahead. When the 
Sun enters your sign - suddenly, everything changes 
and you will display yourself in full dazzle! 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - You might 
feel pulled between the demands of home and fami-
ly versus the demands of your career and your 
vacation. You might experience tension dealing with 
a group or a friend. Do not be critical. Do not be 
bossy. Do not offer advice. Be accommodating and 
reasonable. Following that, you enter a four-week 
interval during which your popularity will increase! S

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - Be mindful 
and pay attention to everything you say and do. 
Keep your eyes open. Think before you speak. This 
same advice applies for the next few days because 
midweek, it’s easy to get into a fight with someone in 
a position of authority - a boss, parent, teacher or 
the police. Just coast because by the end of the 
week, you make a fabulous impression on every-
one, which in turn, means it’s your chance to go for 
the gold! 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - Money dis-
putes about shared property and inheritances might 
arise. Seer clear of politics, religion and racial issues 
because they will disintegrate into nasty arguments. 
The fact is you can never use reason to attack 
someone’s prejudice. It won’t work. By definition, a 
prejudice is not based on reason. Instead, make 
travel . You want adventure and a chance to learn 
something new! Sign up for a course to broaden 
your knowledge. Basically, you want to grab more 
out of life for yourself! And why not? You will never 
again be as young as you are right now.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - On 
Monday, you might feel some tension when dealing 
with others. More likely, money squabbles or dis-
putes about property or salary might take place mid-
week. You have definite opinions about something. 
On Friday, you enter a four-week window of time 
that will be particularly intense and passionate. In 
fact, you will feel passionate about everything - 
including sex. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - You 
might feel a bit of tension at work. It might even 
cause a health issue or something related to a pet to 
come to a head, which forces you to deal with 
something one way or the other. Be patient with oth-
ers because you might attract someone to you who 
is pushy, critical or demanding. Avoid arguments 
because they will drain you and accomplish nothing. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Avoid 
squabbles with friends and lovers. Likewise, be 
patient with children. Your mission is to be patient 
with coworkers because people will be testy, critical 
and in your face. Consider this an opportunity to cul-
tivate patience. However, you will work hard and get 
better organized. You will give much thought to how 
you can manage your life better. It will be a great 
time to refine and hone your techniques and proce-
dures. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - Avoid 
domestic arguments or difficulties with bosses and 
parents, and take it easy. Chill out. Lover’s quarrels 
might arise. Some of you will have difficulty dealing 
with others if you work in the arts, show business or 
the hospitality industry. Just hang in there, you will 
have plenty of opportunities for parties, picnics, bar-
becues, fun-filled sports events, playful times with 
kids and romance! This same window of time will be 
perfect to slip away on a vacation because your pri-
mary motivation will be “Let’s have fun!” (This is also 
a creative time.)

Your Horoscope

The Moon for 
this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time, 

as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere) 
Illuminated Fraction: 0.692 
2.1 days before last quarter

Sunrise: 06:05:58 AM
Sunset: 21:22:34 PM

Moonrise: 00:38:54 AM
Moonset: 11:00:27 AM
Daylight:  15 Hr 16 Min 36 Sec

Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

Birch Lake Environmental Data



Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

— Barker Weekly Puzzle —



BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES



~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

Marinated carrots
From the 2004 
Birch Lake Ladies Luncheon 
Recipe Collection

Marinated Carrots, by Marty Ball

1 lb. carrots slice thin
¾ cup vinegar
1 TBLS Worcestershire
1 teas mustard
½ cup Wesson oil
1 cup sugar
1 can tomato soup
1 medium onion chopped
1 cup chopped green pepper
½ cup diced celery

Cook carrots until just tender. Combine 
vinegar, Worcestershire, mustard, oil, sug-
ar and soup. Add onion, green pepper and 
celery. Add cooked carrots. Refrigerate sev-
eral hours before serving.



Campers are here! In fact, by 
the time you’re reading the 
Barker this weekend, our 

first group of campers will be ready 
to head home! 
 This first week, we ended up 
having a total of 114 kids for week 
1, which is a really big first week! 
We got off to a hectic start on Mon-
day with cookout night being espe-
cially difficult because of very wet 
wood. Some of the cabins had trou-
ble starting their fires, and getting 
it hot enough to cook their meals. 
We had hobo dinners – foil packets 
with ground beef and a variety of 
vegetables that you put right in the 
coals to cook. And of course we end 
the evening with S’mores! 
 We do a cookout every Monday 
night during the summer, and each 
cabin gets a box of supplies and a 
cookout site to prepare their food. 
We have several different cookout 
meals, and each week is different. 
Sometimes it’s hobo dinners, or 
walking tacos, or campfire stew, or 
hot dogs, or sloppy joes. Then after 
cookout, the cabins have Cabin 
Night, which means they go out as 

a cabin group and plan their own 
activity together. Some cabins play 
games on the sports field, some 
have “spa night” in their cabin, oth-
ers do karaoke, or play card games 
or board games, or go caroling 
around camp!
 Next week is Session two and 
Super Week. The Session two kids 
are here from Sunday through 
Saturday, like a normal week. The 
Super Week kids arrive Sunday, 
and stay all the way through to the 
following Wednesday – so they get 
11 straight days of camp! We have 
a VERY full camp next week – 
with a total of 148 campers signed 
up! That’s just two shy of our limit 
of 150! It will be a wild and crazy 
week of camp for sure. 
 Our total number of campers 
for the year is now 943, and we’re 
still hoping to have a total of 1,000 
for the summer. I think we will get 
there! 
 The theme next week is Wild 
West, and our staff committee has 
planned Square Dancing, a Wild 
West-themed Carnival, and a new 
game called “Cannon” suggested by 

one of our new staff members this 
year. Apparently it involves creat-
ing a sling-shot like device that will 
allow the kids to launch a Beach 
Ball across the sports field, to try 
to knock over targets on the other 
team’s side of the field. Sounds like 
a “Blast!”
 Our Board is looking forward 
to once again hosting the Pancake 
Breakfast at camp on the week-
end of 4th of July. As in the past, 
we will serve pancakes from 8:30 
-11 am on Sunday, July 7. The 
price is still $5 for ages 11 and 
up, $2 for ages 6-10, and free for 
children 5 and under. We will have 
regular pancakes, some gluten free 
pancakes, sausage, coffee, juice, 
and fruit cocktail. 
 Last year we served nearly 500 
people at the pancake breakfast, 
and hope to have even more this 
year! All of the proceeds benefit 
camp projects, including facilities 
updates, camperships, and special 
programs. Please join us on July 7! 

~Miss Amber
amber@tannadoonah.org

— Camp Tannadoonah —
Campers are here!



FOR SALE
4-seater pedal boat for sale.  As-is 
(though we will get her down from the pole 
barn for test rides).  Contact the Kings at 
476-2128.

Schecter Diamond Series “Black 
Widow” electric guitar with case and 
Line 6, Spider III 30 Amp, used maybe 
6x’s. $200 for both, negotiable.  Call Deb 
at 476-7226.  

House for sale: 63306 Birch Rd.; 3 BR, 
2.5 bath, 2600 SQ FT., 94 FT frontage, 2 
stall attached garage, 2 full kitchens, many 
other extras, $719,000, call PJ or Sue 
Vandewalle, 476-7086 for appt or info.

For Sale: the former Misch 
Manufacturing building located at 
14111 Esther Ave., Mishawaka, IN 46545.  
Location 3/10 of a mile west of Capital 
Avenue between Jefferson and McKinley.  
Contact Jill Celie-Brenay, REMAX, or Bob 
King.

WANTED
My husband and I recently purchased a 
home on Lenore St and had heard that 

there might be a possibility of purchas-
ing/renting pier space somewhere. 
Patricia Colburn, pcolburn81@sbcglobal.
net

Camp T is looking for donations of plas-
tic grocery bags and empty toilet 
paper rolls

Amber Grundy’s mom, Sherry, is once 
again looking for old bikes for an art 
project. If you have a bike you’d like to get 
rid of, please call Sherry at 574-252-6854 
or Amber at 574-315-0227.  Bike does 
NOT need to be in 
working order.

SERVICES
I do sewing and 
mending at fair 
prices - zippers, 
hemming, small 
alterations; call 
Kathy at 476-9317
For 
Housecleaning 
please call 
Stephanie at (269) 
580-0338 for details

FOR RENT
Interested in a 
unique, fun vaca-
tion? Check out 

renting the most inexpensive but cutest 
and best-located rental in The Villages, 
Florida at ourhome4rent.com/cjp

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Classified ads in the Birch 

Barker are free to BLYC mem-
bers, $5 for everyone else.  

Send your ads to me at sailor-
phil@philvitale.com

Simply STUNNING

     Have you seen the stunning 
stamped-concrete compass rose at the 

Birch Lake Yacht Club?  This is just 
one example of the custom concrete 

services and products available to our 
friends and neighbors at Birch Lake.

Interested in a new look for your 
concrete garage, patio or entrance?

Memorial Park boat landing for a Labor 
Day dog parade celebration. Parking for 
spectators and participants will be avail-
able at designated marked areas on 
Birch Road and at the landing.  After 
registration, the parade commences at 
the boat landing at and proceeds north 
on Birch Road, ending for the award cer-
emony at the home of Dennis and 
Claudia Phipps. Costumes are encour-

aged. All are invited to stay for an after 
celebration where food and drink will be 
provided for pooches and pooch parents.
 Prizes will be awarded in these cat-
egories: BEST COSTUME; LARGEST 
DOG; SMALLEST; CUTEST; Owner-
PET look alike; Bushiest Tail; Longest 
Ears & more
 All participants will receive doggy 
AND human treats! Participants and 

spectators are encouraged to donate to 
the Cass County Humane Society and to 
the cost of the event. Donation boxes 
will be along the parade route and at 
registration. Spectators are greatly 
encouraged and may provide water for 
the dogs. Bring lawn chairs!
PARADE RULES:
Animals must be current on vaccina-
tions; No aggressive animals or females 
that are in season; Animals must be on 
a leash and in control by their owner at 
ALL times; Pet owners must pooper 
scoop after their dogs; 
Parade organizers: Carla Chester, Linda 
Curtis, Claudia Phipps
 Note from organizers: Last year we 
had 19 dogs for the first year! We are 
hoping to have more this year. We have 
made changes/improvements. There will 
be music and all participants will be in 
single file for the viewing pleasure of the 
spectators. There will be a celebration 
after the awards ceremony and compli-
mentary rides back to the landing. For 
those who are unsure of their dog’s 
behavior, last year the dogs were lively 
at registration, completely calm during 
the parade, and in love with each other 
by the awards ceremony!

2016 Birch Lake Calendars
 Thanks to all the photographers 
who submitted photos for the 2016 Birch 
Lake calendar. Once again we had so 
many great pictures that it was hard to 

— Birch Lake Notes —

Simply STUNNING
     Have you seen the stunning new 
stamped-concrete compass rose we 
installed last fall at the Birch Lake 
Yacht Club?

     This is just one example of 
the custom concrete services 
and products available to our 
friends and neighbors here
at Birch Lake.

     Interested in a whole new 
look for your plain old concrete 
garage, patio or entrance?

Thanks to our resident artist Duffy Dufor for the great pics!

Call us Today!



2018/19 BLYC Officers 
Angela Bergan (E), Commodore
561-603-5522 .......................... berganfsu@aol.com
Pat McGann (E), Vice Commodore
574-532-5377 ...................pat@mcgannhay.com
Deb Spratt, Treasurer (N) ................476-2113

debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck, Secretary (W) ......476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com

2018 BLYC Directors 
Greg Bolin (W) ...........................................476-2420

gbolin31@aol.com
Ed Chester (E) ........................................... 476-1010

ed@chesterlawoffice.com
Past Comm. Karen Curtis-Miller (E) .574-261-6712 

karen.curtis-miller@bayer.com, 

Terry Dugan (S) .........................................476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Fred Freihofer ............................................ 476-9823
cdfreihofer@aol.com

Chas Grundy (H) ................................574-315-0217
Chas.grundy@gmail.com

Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm ....................476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Sarah Petty (N) .......................................... 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Claudia Phipps (N) .................................... 476-7073
claudia2154@gmail.com 

Vickie Rogers (C) ......................................476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N) ...................................476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E) .......................................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

PJ Vandewalle (E) ..................................... 476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Phil Vitale (E) ...........................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sandy Vitale (E) ........................................ 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com

Bob Waddle (E) ......................................... 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net

Sue Williams (S) ........................................476-8886
smwillia@comcast.net

BLYC WATER QUALITY COMMITTEE 
AND HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION
Paul Fallon (E), Chairman, Water Quality and 
Homeowners Association ..................... 476-1467

paulf@hrpconstruction.com

BLYC Officers and Directors

$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member* Dues  ($10 / year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  BLYC AED Fund

$____  -  Misc.

Total contribution:

$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to
BLYC

 and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.

South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
IT’S A NEW YEAR!

It’s time to pay your 2019 dues 
Support the BLYC, support our Birch Lake Community!





We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

● Boat Covers and Tops
● Canvas Repair
● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ● SERVICE ● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com

Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

Motorized Solar Screens

Boat Covers and Tops

Canvas Repair

Aluminum Awnings

●

●

●
●

●


